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Flooding in healthcare now not uncommon and 
such events are reported to be increasing worldwide.
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“Fungicide” applied within these areas







IPC Risk assessment:
1. Risks supporting mould propagation within building material: 

Porous material (wood/ insulating material) Vs concrete
* Contact with flood water likely to be =/> 48 hours
* Warm and humid day
* Many areas with poor air circulation/ little direct sunlight

2. Risk to patients: Patients with increased risk include:
* severely immune supressed 
*undergoing invasive procedures (e.g. bronchoscopy/ eye surgery) 

3. Risk to staff: *Prolonged exposure to mould
*Immune supressed will be at highest risk of mould related illnesses.

• Respiratory symptoms (such as in nose, throat, lungs) 
• Development or worsening of asthma /  Hypersensitivity pneumonitis
• Respiratory infections 
• Allergic rhinitis (often called “hay fever”) /  Bronchitis / Eczema

4. Risk to equipment and environment:  Contamination of drugs, linen, equipment (e.g. bandages, heart       
monitors, catheters, tubes), and HVAC system.



IPC recommendations / actions taken:



















HVAC systems / Water safety 



SAB settle plates to monitor for environmental 
moulds: 



SAB Settle Plate Monitoring
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Water damage theatre roof Ceiling void above ICU

Ceiling void 
haemato-oncology 
unit
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Leak in patient 
toilet in CF unit

Ceiling in drug preparation area



• Mould in healthcare will pose serious threat to vulnerable 
groups of patients and staff

• Important not to just fix the leak but to understand risk of mould 
propagation from building material that has been wet 
(dependent on time, temperature, environment)

• Settle plates for monitoring mould in air may help manage risk/ 
provide reassurance

Key points:



Thank you
Questions??
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